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Members of the EGALITE core team:  
 
Prof. dr. A. (Arie) Franx is a Professor of Obstetrics at Erasmus MC, his research includes organization and 
quality of health care, and the relationship of pregnancy complications with lifelong health of the mother and 
the infant. He is member of the board of the College Perinatale Zorg and co-founder and co-chairman of the 
national implementation network of value based health care.  
 
Dr. J.P. (Hanneke) de Graaf is health scientist. Since 2015, she is principal investigator of the Mothers of 
Rotterdam research program. This program is a new medical and social support program for very vulnerable 
pregnant women. 
 
P.J.A. (Peggy) van der Lans is gynaecologist and trainer of midwives and doctors in International Healthcare 
and Tropical Medicine in Ziekenhuisgroep Twente (ZGT). She is a member of the national working group 
Multidisciplinary Birth Care Asylum Seekers.  
 
J. (Julia) Tankink is a medical doctor and clinical researcher. She has experience working for several non-
governmental organizations in refugee health care, and now conducts her PhD research within the EGALITE 
project.  
 
Members of the EGALITE project group: 
 
Prof. Dr. M. (Maria) van den Muijsenbergh is general practitioner and researcher at the department of Primary 
and Community care at Radboud University MC, and at Pharos. She has experience in research projects with 
and on refugees, like the EU project ORAMMA; this project aimed at improving healthcare experiences and 
outcome of care in recently arrived pregnant refugees.  
 
Dr. S. (Simone) Goosen is epidemiologist and policy advisor in the field of healthcare for refugees and asylum 
seekers. For the Johannes Wier Foundation, she is campaign manager of  a national level lobby for a good 
policy regarding professional interpreters in health and social care (Campaign “Tolken terug in de zorg, 
alstublieft”). 
 
Dr. J.N. (Jeroen) Struijs is a senior research at the LUMC/RIVM. He has led many research projects and is now 
leading three national monitors (‘Bundled Payments for maternity care’, ‘The first 1000 days approach’ and 
‘The Right Care at the Right Place’). 
 
Dr. H. (Hafez) Ismaili M’hamdi is Assistant Professor at the Erasmus MC Department of Medical Ethics, 
Philosophy and History of Medicine. In addition, he is Vice Chair of the Center for Ethics and Health and council 
member of the Council for Public Health & Society (Raad voor Volksgezondheid & Samenleving).  
 
Dr. B. (Bregje) de Kok is Assistant Professor at the Department of Anthropology (Health, Care and the Body 
team) of the University of Amsterdam. Central themes in her research are care and morality in the area of 
reproductive and maternal health.  
 
Dr. A. (Annelies) Mesman is an epidemiologist focusing on public health for asylum seekers at the Netherlands 
Association for Community Health Services (GGD GHOR). 



 
Dr. Dr. M.J.J. (Rianne) van der Kleij is Assistant Professor and implementation scientist at Leiden University 
Medical Center. 
 
Drs. B. (Bahareh) Goodarzi is a midwife, teacher at the Academy for Midwifery Sciences and PhD researcher at 
the Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam.  
 
Drs. B. (Brenda) Belic is policy officer at the Central Agency for reception of Asylum Seekers (COA) with a 
special focus on care for pregnant asylum seekers.  
 
Drs. P. (Paulus) Lips is general practioner and medical director at Asylum Seeker Healthcare (Gezondheidszorg 
Asielzoekers; GZA). 
 
Drs. Z. (Zainularab) Zohra trained as a gynaecologist in Afghanistan and recently came to the Netherlands as 
asylum seeker. She obtained a Master of Public Health with a track in Sexual and Reproductive Health Rights at 
the Royal Tropical Institute (KIT Amsterdam).   
 
Drs. M. (Mirjam) Geerse is a senior associate at De Verre Bergen Foundation in Rotterdam, a venture 
philantropy organisation focused on creating a long-term and extensive positive impact on the city of 
Rotterdam. One of her main projects (Nieuw Thuis Rotterdam) focuses on refugees with recent residence 
permits.   
 
Drs. A. (Anouk) Verschuuren is medical doctor in training and PhD researcher at the University Medical Center 
of Groningen, focusing on pregnancy outcomes of asylum seekers and antenatal group care interventions.  
 
 


